
7A NEW VISION FOR WOOLWICH
ROYAL BOROUGH OF GREENWICH

MANAGING DEVELOPMENT

BUILDING  HEIGHTS DEVELOPMENT PRINCIPLES
PARAPET LINE PRINCIPLE

COORDINATING TALL BUILDINGS 
LEGIBLE SKYLINE

BUILDINGS STEP UP TOWARDS CLUSTERS

•	 Not just a scattering of towers
•	 Needs organisation with a hierarchy and clustering
•	 Consideration of panoramic and approach views
•	 Height should be meaningful
•	 Clear justification is required for tall buildings

•	 New developments should match their parapet 
height to that of existing buildings in the street, 
maintaining the character and scale of the street

•	 There is potential for additional storeys if they are 
set back from the building line.

•	 Strengthen existing clusters of tall buildings 
and identify locations for further tall buildings 
while protecting the parts of the town which are 
unsuitable for tall development

•	 Building heights step up towards the existing 
tall building clusters along the waterfront and on 
Plumstead Road

•	 This creates a mediation of height between 
the historic town centre and the newer tall 
developments, and a sense of legibility

•	 A landmark tower is proposed next to the ferry to 
mark this important location.

•	 A number of mid-rise tall buildings are proposed 
throughout the town to act as local landmarks, such 
as on Spray Street and Kingsman Street.

GUIDING NEW DEVELOPMENT
There is huge pressure for development in Woolwich. This 
part of the strategy shows how we can accommodate new 
development within the town while strengthening Woolwich's 
identity and character, and creating a coordinated skyline.

•	 Within the historic town centre, the height of 
proposed buildings are generally 4 storeys at the 
street frontage with potential for additonal storeys 
set back from building line, without impeding on the 
scale and character of the existing streets.

•	 Outside the historic centre, heights can rise to 5 or 6 
storeys with potential for additional set back storeys.

•	 The design of new developments should follow the 
Parapet Line Principle, shown on the right.

•	 There may be potential for taller buildings in certain 
locations, if they are set back within the block. 
This is shown in the plan below, Coordinating Tall 
Buildings.

Building heights step up towards the existing 
tall building clusters along the waterfront and on 
Plumstead Road
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